
   

St Ambrose Barlow Catholic Primary School  

English   

Statement of Intent, Implementation and Impact 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a 

strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The 

national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: read easily, fluently and with good understanding; develop the habit of 

reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information; acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language; appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage; write clearly, accurately 

and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences; use discussion in order to learn; 

they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, 

making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

 

Intent 

Our intent is for children to be able to read, write, spell and speak at age appropriate levels; following age-related expectations. We will 

ensure that children are exposed to a variety of literature, genres and authors.  We believe that a quality Literacy (English) 

curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion Children will be given the opportunity to write for a 

variety of purposes and audiences; clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style as required. Children will be 

taught strategies to develop their reading and writing; sentence tricks, spelling rules and patterns; strategies of how to tackle unfamiliar 

words when reading. Children at St Ambrose Barlow will read and write daily.  We aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied 

literary heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. Children will become confident when writing and read easily, fluently and 

with good understanding. As children progress through the school they will develop an understanding of grammar and punctuation and 

acquire a wide vocabulary and use these appropriately. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening; 

using discussion to communicate and further their learning. All children, including the most disadvantaged children, the most able 

children and children with SEND receive challenge within the same broad curriculum. We endeavour for children to develop a love of 

reading for pleasure, as well as for information, by reading widely and often; enabling children to discuss books with excitement and 

interest. We will inspire children to enjoy writing and use the features of different genres and styles. We recognise the importance of 

nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style 

for a range of contexts. Children will be given the opportunity to write for different purposes and audiences. We want children to be 

proud of their writing. Children will know that others value their writing; they will see it on display, each class will display star writers 

which is updated regularly. We aim for children to acquire strategies to enable them to become independent learners in English. We 



   

believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance 

through the primary curriculum. We believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our 

children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society. 

 

Implementation 

Literacy is embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. We have a rigorous and well organised English curriculum that 

provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. Teachers use a variety of resources as appropriate to their 

classes, cross curricular links are woven into the programme of study. Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum 

for English 2014. All children receive a daily literacy lesson. This has created a positive reading and writing culture in school, where both 

are promoted, enjoyed and considered ‘a pleasure’ for all children.  Children in EYFS and KS1 have a daily phonics sessions. Spellings are 

sent home weekly following weekly planning; children are tested weekly. Guided Reading sessions take place daily in all classes, using a 

whole school approach. We use a wide variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our children . Children are 

encouraged to read for pleasure –Author visits, Literacy themed days, poetry days, book fair, shared reading, regular visits to the 

school’s library all promote reading. All children take reading books home weekly to enable them to read regularly at home. Teachers 

encourage use of ambitious vocabulary by having word of the day displayed in class.  Vocabulary mats are used. Thesaurus and 

dictionaries are easily accessible for children to use.  

 

Units of work is planned to cover a variety of genres and literary styles. Lessons are sequenced so that students recognise connections 

to previously learned material and see how they can apply prior knowledge to new and varied situations. As research shows us that it is 

easier to understand new knowledge when it is attached to previous knowledge.  Short and long independent writing tasks are planned for 

in each unit of work. Work is differentiated by scaffolding and support. Teachers and TAs support all children on a regular basis; 

providing intervention, support and challenge that children require to advance their learning. Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation is taught 

alongside the Units of Work, often as starters to lessons. Teachers and TAs model reading, planning writing, writing and handwriting. 

Teaching handwriting is a priority. Children learn to: Write cursively with efficiency and speed, without having to think hard about how 

to formulate letters and join their writing. This enables them to concentrate on what to write. Children are introduced to cursive script 

in Reception Class.   

 

Teachers read out loud regularly to their class. Editing and proofreading skills are modelled by adults and used by the children. 

All classes have a display ‘Star Writers’ to encourage children to take pride in their work. Constructive feedback is given when marking; 

‘Close the Gap’ tasks are set. Each child has targets at the front of their books and these targets are updated regularly.  



   

SEND children’s targets changed regularly and are discussed with child.  

 

Impact 

Children enjoy reading regularly, for information and for enjoyment/pleasure. Children can confidently discuss books with excitement 

and interest. Children enjoy writing and use the features of different genres and styles. They can write for different purposes and 

audiences. Children are proud of their writing. Children are aware of what others value in their piece of writing. They are proud to see it 

on display in their class, around the school or website. Children are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 

presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. Children’s progression is clear to see in children’s books. (Grammar, 

Spelling, Punctuation. An increase in children’s understanding of a variety of text types and genres.) As children progress through the 

school they become more confident making more adventurous vocabulary choices. Writing across the curriculum is of the same high 

standard all subjects. There is an evidence of a clear lesson/teaching sequence in books. A wide variety of different texts are used with 

clear progression in difficulty, resulting in children being exposed to and being knowledgeable about, different styles of authors and 

genres.  Marking provides positive support and directs children in their learning and children respond to feedback. Children’s 

handwriting/presentation is of a high standard. Teachers regularly moderate work in school (within regular staff meetings) and in cluster 

meetings within Sursum Corda to ensure accurate judgements. Teachers track children’s progress each half term in Reading, Writing, 

Speaking & Listening, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. This informs planning and indicates where intervention is needed. Intervention 

sessions enable more children to be on track to meet age expectations. The Literacy action plan is regularly amended accordingly to 

address areas for development and improvement. Standards at the end of EYFS, Phonics screening check, KS1 and KS2 are broadly in 

line or above local and national averages. Each year data is analysed and any areas for improvement identified and addressed. 
 

 


