
                                   Music at St. Ambrose Barlow 

                                                          St Ambrose Barlow Catholic Primary School 

                                      Statement of Intent, Implementation and Impact 

 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of 

the great composers and musicians; learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have 

the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of 

musical excellence; understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related 

dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

At St. Ambrose Barlow, we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical 

experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to 

sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to 

listen and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and 

to listen to more extended pieces of music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can 

represent feelings and emotions. We teach them the disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch. Also, we teach the children how to 

work with others to compose music and perform for an audience. 

 

To overcome potential barriers to learning in music, some children may need:  

• help in managing the written communication aspects of music − such as the use of symbols − by using larger print, colour codes, multi-

sensory reinforcement, and a greater emphasis on aural memory skills 

• encouragement to use their voices expressively and to use different forms of communication − such as gesture − to compensate for 

difficulties when singing and speaking  

• opportunities to learn about music through physical contact with an instrument and/or sound source where they are unable to hear 

sounds clearly or at all 

• access to adapted instruments or ICT to overcome difficulties with mobility or manipulative skills. 



Intent 

Music is an integral and well-resourced part of life at St. Ambrose Barlow. We want the music lessons to be fun and inspiring, engaging 

the children with songs, lyrics and movement. We want the children to feel able and be reflective and expressive, developing their own 

appreciation of music with the opportunities we provide as a school. All children are actively encouraged and given the opportunity to 

learn to play a musical instrument, from standard classroom instruments to individual instrumental lessons with the visiting peripatetic 

staff. Musical opportunities in school include weekly class music lessons, Y5/6 music elective, termly music assemblies, Y4 fife and flute 

lessons, School Choir and close links with Services for Education. As a Catholic school, hymns and other forms of spiritually nourishing 

music is a vital part of our identity, whereby pupils come to understand and appreciate this important tradition of engaging with religious 

music on a regular basis.  Weekly hymn practice and practice of PHSCE songs improves the emotional wellbeing of our children. 

Implementation  

We have sequenced planning to ensure coverage and logical progression of Music using the National Curriculum as our starting point.  A 

cumulative, knowledge-rich curriculum is taught through a practical application of theoretical concepts. We use Charanga, a scheme of 

work which offers a topic-based approach to support children’s learning in music. A steady progression plan has been built into Charanga, 

both within each year and from one year to the next, ensuring consistent musical development. By using Charanga as the basis of a 

scheme of work, we can ensure that children are fulfilling the aims for musical learning stated in the National Curriculum. Over the 

course of study, teaching is designed to help learners to remember in the long term the content they have been taught and to integrate 

new knowledge into larger concepts. 

Charanga includes many examples of music styles and genres from different times and places. These are explored through the language 

of music via active listening, performing and composing activities, which enable understanding of the context and genre. 

Charanga provides a classroom-based, participatory and inclusive approach to music learning. Children are actively involved in using and 

developing their singing voices, using body percussion and whole body actions, and learning to handle and play classroom instruments 

effectively to create and express their own and others’ music. Through a range of whole class, group and individual activities, children 

have opportunities to explore sounds, listen actively, compose and perform. Music is a vital part of liturgy and prayer life at St Ambrose 

Barlow. Hymns and religious music can often reach children in ways that the spoken and written word cannot. Music helps children engage 

more in liturgy and prayer. The music chosen reflects the liturgical calendar, to support liturgical worship.  We endeavour for children to 



appreciate the importance of music in our Catholic faith, particularly the importance of music for enhancing the ambience of liturgy and 

prayer, and for fostering a sense of community.  

Impact 

As music is a practical subject, assessment may be done by focussing on a small group at a time on certain tasks or skills, observing the 

children, discussing their work or self/group/teacher evaluation against criteria from the National Curriculum programmes of study and 

end of year expectations. The learning challenges used, to plan and teach music, ensure that children are accessing work at age related 

expectations, with regular opportunities to be challenged through higher-level objectives. Children are assessed according to age related 

expectations in line with curriculum requirements. This is done in line with the school assessment calendar. This information is recorded 

and monitored by the Music coordinator.  

Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to children individually, as well as ethnicities from across 

the world. Each class is allocated a musical composer to study. Children are able to enjoy music, in as many ways - as listener, creator or 

performer. They can dissect music and comprehend its parts. They can sing and feel a pulse. They have an understanding of how to 

further develop skills less known to them, should they ever develop an interest in their lives. Religious music at St Ambrose Barlow, 

supports pupils in various ways, including developing a sense of collective identity, and belonging to a community with positive life values. 

Religious music has a powerful impact; it helps pupils engage, reflect, draw meanings, and relate to various aspects of their lives beyond 

school. 

Religious music allows time for children (and staff) to foster their relationships with God. Engaging with religious music provides time for 

reflection, during which children can analyse their lives, what is important to them and their relationships with others. It gives the 

opportunity to reflect on their faith journey, through the ambience and atmosphere it creates. Catholic schools across the world 

continue to struggle to bring young people to a knowledge and experience of God in a world which can seem increasingly indifferent. 

Music plays a vital part in this. 

There are opportunities to perform outside of school and within our local community, ensures that our children understand its 

significance and places it within the wider world and that these excite and inspire children’s thirst for knowledge and participation in 

this subject. 


